
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Auburn Camellias 

 

Sweet Auburn. This very large C. japonica blooms midseason with red-purple petals and yellow anthers.  It was 

named in 2014 by the A-O Men’s Camellia Club from a chance seedling that had been growing in the Auburn area 

since the 1950s.  Dr. Dennis Rouse (1920-2003) called it “Harbin’s Seedling”. 

 

War Eagle.   This long-lost C. japonica was named by Dr. Gilbert E. Fisher of Union Springs, AL, in 1960 but no 

one in the Auburn area had it in their collection.   Members of the A-O Men’s Camellia Club found it growing on 

the old Fisher estate in Union Springs in 2017.  Another specimen was found later in Auburn at the former home 

of Alpha Cullars now owned by Linda (Henry) and William Dean. It has a dark red, full peony to loose peony form 

flower that blooms midseason.  

 

Rollin Toomer. This very large, semi-double Camellia japonica flower is white with yellow anthers and filaments 

and was named and registered in 2017 by Kenneth Rogers of Auburn to commemorate the popular celebrations 

held at Toomer’s Corner in Auburn after big athletic victories. 

 

One Second.  The name commemorates the Auburn football victory over the Alabama Crimson Tide with one 

second left on the clock in 2013. This Camellia japonica was named and registered in 2018 by the A-O Mens 

Camellia Club from a seedling found growing in the Loachapoka garden of Tom Corley.   

 
Mary Corley. This lovely, very light pink, large, semi-double Camellia japonica bloom was registered in 2004 by 

Tom E. Corley of Auburn to honor his wife, Mary.  It blooms early to mid-season. 

 
Rouse’s Big Red.  This chance seedling was registered in 2014 by the A-O Men’s Camellia Club to memorialize 

one of its founding fathers, Dr. Dennis Rouse (1920-2003), Professor and Dean Emeritus of the College of 

Agriculture at Auburn University.   It has a large to very large (5” x 2.5”) semidouble form flower that is red with 

yellow anthers and white with red base filaments. The bloom consists of 18 petals. It is a profuse bloomer. The 

late-blooming flowers are long lasting and have a consistent form, heavy petal texture and fall in one piece. 

 

Pebble Hill Peppermint. This was a Camellia japonica seedling found in the Loachapoka garden of Tom Corley 

(1921-2016).  It was registered in 2018 by the A-O Men’s Camellia Club as part of the Tom Corley Camellia 

Collection at Pebble Hill.  Named for “Pebble Hill” (circa 1847), the home of the Auburn University Center for the 

Arts and Humanities where the “Tom Corley Camellia Collection” is located.  The small sized 2.5" x 1.5" formal 

double form flower is pink with red veins and has red stripes. This profuse bloomer is long lasting with heavy 

petal texture and consistent form. The petals are pale pink with pink-red veins shading to pink-red at the base 

and near white at the edges. Each Petal has at least three red stripes. 

 

Miss Auburn. This tall, upright, dark pink to red C. sasanqua was named and registered in 1941 by Tom Dodd 

Nursery, Semmes, Al  

 
Kenny Howard. Registered in 1994, by the American Camellia Society and named for the long-time athletic 

trainer at Auburn  University, Kenny Howard (1927-2017).  This C. japonica is small to medium size, rose 

coloured formal double chance seedling that blooms mid-season. Average flower size is 7.5 cm across x 3.7 cm 
deep with petals that swirl or stack.  

 

Aubie..  Registration pending.  A sport of the popular, heirloom Camellia japonica, “Ville de Nantes”, named 

“Heavy Ville” by Tom Corley. Registration pending by A-O Men’s Camellia Club. 

 
  



 

Tom Corley Collection of Auburn Camellias 
A collection by the Auburn-Opelika Men’s Camellia Club 

Cultivar 
name 

Year 
registered 

Significance Size Color Shape Vigor Growth 
habit 

Bloom 
Period 

Aubie Not 
registered 

Sport of 
‘Ville de 
Nantes’ 

L Red 
variegated 

Peony Slow Bushy L 

Auburn 
Sunrise 

2020 Mobile, AL; 
Reticulata 
Hybrid 

L Orchid 
pink 

Semi-
double 

vigorous Upright M-L 

Auburn 
Sunset 

2020 Mobile, AL, 
Reticulata 
Hybrid 

LV Orchid 
pink 

‘semi-
double 

vigorous Upright M-L 

Kenny 
Howard 

1994 Auburn 
athletic 
trainer 

S-M Rose  Formal 
double 

  M 

Mary Corley 2004 Wife of Tom 
Corley 

M-L Light Pink Semi-
double 

average Upright E-M 

Madge 
Rouse 

1995 Wife of 
Dean 
Dennis 
Rouse 

L Clear light 
pink 

Anemone 
to peony 

vigorous Dense, 
upright 

E-M 

Miss 
Auburn 

1941 C. sasanqua 
registered 
by Tom 
Dodd 
Nursery 

S Dark pink 
to red 

Semi-
double 

vigorous Tall, 
upright 

E 

Pebble Hill 
Peppermint 

2018 Named for 
Pebble Hill 
(c. 1847) 

S Pink with 
red stripes 

Formal 
double 

average Upright L 

Rouse’s Big 
Red 

2013 Dean 
Dennis 
Rouse 

L-
VL 

Red with 
yellow 
anthers 

Semi-
double 

average Upright, 
spreading, 
open  

L 

One Second 2018 2013 
football  

M Rose red semi-
double 

average Upright L 

Rollin’ 
Toomer 

2017 Toomer’s 
Corner 

VL White Semi-
double 

average Upright E 

Sweet 
Auburn 

2014 Seedling 
from 
Dennis 
Rouse 

VL Moderate 
purplish 
pink; may 
be 
variegated 

Semi-
double 

Vigorous Upright M-L 

Samford 
Park 

2020 Seedling 
from Dean 
Richard 
Guthrie 

M Pink 
margins to 
pure white 
center 

Formal 
double 

average Spreading M-L 

War Eagle 1960 Named by 
Dr. Gilbert 
Fisher, 
Union 
Springs, AL 

L Dark red; 
may be 
variegated 

Full 
peony 

average Upright M 

 

 

 


